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meaning of every step in the computation, nothing being hid- 
den in abstruse analytical development. 

It may be of interest to add that in this computation the 
"constants for the equator" were computed in advance of the 
elements. The latter were computed by data furnished by the 
former, a process which is much simpler than the usual method 
employed. Russell Tracy Crawford. 

James D. Maddrill. 

Berkeley Astronomical Department. 

The Resignation of Astronomer Hussey. 
I regret to announce that Astronomer W. J. Hussey of the 
Lick Observatory staff has resigned his position, to take effect 
on October i, 1905, in order to accept appointment as Pro- 
fessor of Astronomy in the University of Michigan and Direc- 
tor of the Detroit Observatory. In accepting this resignation, 
the Board of Regents of the University of California unani- 
mously passed the following resolution: — ' 

"Resolved, That in accepting the resignation of Astronomer W. J. 
HussEV, of the Lick Astronomical Department, the President and the 
Board of Regents of the University of California beg to acknowledge 
his faithful and efficient services during the past nine and a half years. 
His discovery of thirteen hundred double-star systems, his study of 
these and other systems, and his observations of many of the satellites 
in the solar system are important factors in the history of the Lick 
Observatory. We trust that his work in the position which he assumes 
in the University of Michigan will continue strongly to promote the 
interests of astronomical science." 

Professor Hussey's present colleagues wish him continued 
success in his new position. 

It is understood, I believe, that the observatory at Ann 
Arbor is to be modernized through reconstruction on a con- 
siderable scale. W. W. Campbell. 

Appointment of Dr. Curtiss on the Staff of the 

Allegheny Observatory. 

Dr. Ralph Hamilton Curtiss, who has been connected 

with the Lick Observatory for the past four years, first as an 

assistant on the Crocker Eclipse Expedition to Sumatra, for the 

next three years as Fellow in the Lick Observatory, and dur- 
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ing the past half-year as Carnegie assistant in the Lick Observ- 
atory, has recently been appointed Assistant Astronomer in 
the Allegheny Observatory. 

At the close of the last calendar year Mr. Curtiss received 
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy from the University of 
California, as a result of special studies made in the Depart- 
ments of Astronomy, Physics, and Mathematics in Berkeley, 
and of Astrophysics in the Lick Observatory. His principal 
duties in the Allegheny Observatory will be in the line of astro- 
physical investigations under the direction of Professor Frank 
schlesinger. w. w. campbell. 

Honors for Professor Perrine. 

At the May meeting of the Board of Regents of the Uni- 
versity of California, Assistant Astronomer Charles D. Per- 
rine, of the Lick Observatory staff, was promoted to the posi- 
tion of Astronomer in the Lick Observatory, in recognition 
of his extremely fruitful work in several lines of astronomical 
research. 

At the recent commencement of Santa Clara College, the 
oldest institution of learning on the Pacific Slope, the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Science was conferred upon Professor 
Perrine. W. W. Campbell. 

Smithsonian Expedition to Mt. Wilson. 
Mr. C. G. Abbot, Aid Acting in Charge of the Smithson- 
ian Astrophysical Observatory, has arrived at Mt. Wilson, and 
is installing apparatus for the study of the solar constant. Mr. 
A'bbot is assisted in the work by Mr. L. R. Ingersoll, of the 
University of Wisconsin. The object of the expedition, which 
has been sent out under the direction of Secretary Langley, 
IS to determine whether the solar-constant measurements ex- 
hibit such variations as have been observed at the Smithsonian 
Observatory during the last few years, and whether, if any 
variations occur, they will simultaneously be noted in Wash- 
ington, where the observations are to be continued as usual. 
Pyrheliometer readings, which are now being made throughout 
the day, indicate that the atmospheric conditions on Mt. Wilson 
are likely to prove very favorable for the work. Buildings 
and pier for the spectrobolometer and other instruments have 



